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Walker-Murrell Houses I 
STREETS NUMBER 

1601 and 1605 Center Street  -NOT FOR PUB LlCATfON I 
C I N .  TOWN C3NG3ESSEOHAL DISTR!CT T 

L i t t l e  Rock ' , WQNIW OP Second 
I 
1 

STATE CODE U'UTY 1% 'I 

Arkansas 05 %a s?ci f 

CATE G 0 RY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE I 
4 G R l C U L W R E  M U S E U M  

-CO:OaAAlERUAL -PARK 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL X _ _ p ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~  RES~DENCE : 
-SITE PUBLIC ACQU ISITlOrJ ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -AEUGIOUS ! 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS ?-YES: RESTRICFEO 

,BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

,N 0 

NAME 

David P. Garner, Jr. 
STREET& NUMBER 

1605 Center 
UTY. TOWN STATE 

L i t t l e  Rock - V I C I N ! ~  OF Arkansas 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC circuit Clerk s~fz~~ 
STREET NUMBER 

Pulaski County Courthouse 
CITY TOWN STATE 

L i t t l e  Rock Arkansas 

[fl REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

A E D E A A F  -STATE -COLiNfY ,LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SCIFIVEY RECOADS 

CITY. TOWN STfi7E 
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5ESCRlaE  T d E  PREGZ!IT SiJD ORlGlNAL (IF KNOWN) ?u?SlCALAPPFARAYCE : 

I 
%r.n Z'-~aL?-i3mkon Townhouses a r e  a pair of ic!enti.=al two-story, brood -:raw 1 
houses constructed,probaa3y as rental property, in 1905 and/or 1905. I 
The kotjn!c?lses were d e s i q n d  in the Neo-classic ?.svivalr primarily i 
23 k-m~,r i :an movement, was papularized by b u i l d i n i ; ~  f o r  the Cblmbian ! 
E q o s i c i o n  02 1893 and th t  Pan-America Expos i t i on  of 1901. Though i 

the s t y l e  beqan and gained immense popularity khrough the design of large, , 

manmental structures; there were countless r e s idan t i a l  applications, 
i 
;I 

some as late as the  1940's. I 
The Halliburton TOwnhouses are two-story frame structures within a 
rectangular plan with its major dimension east-west. Win5ow bays project 
to the north and sout.h.approximately two-thirds of the t o t a l  plan depth 
from t h e  f ront .  These bays are covered by projecting peaked roofs with 
shingled gaSle ends. These projections are a l l  at right angles to the 
ridqe of an otherwise s i q l e  hipped-roof. The roofs were proSably once 
wood shingle  but now are covered with asphalt composition roofing. The 
roofs are penetrated by brick columns capped w i t h  concrete sills. 

Over the main e n t r y  ( f ron t ,  w e s t  facade) are full width, full-height 
porticos, protecthg an asymmetrically located entr.=nce. Shingled 
dormers w f t h  louvered vents centered above t he  portico serve as an 
upper visual terminus in the absence of a pediment. The portico is 
defined by three round fluted Corinthian columns symnetrically located 
on the facade. Two Doric pilasters also vis.ually support the  portico 
at its junc ture  with the body of the structure. 

' ' 

A broad Benticulated frieze w i t h  a bracketed soffit  provides a strong 
l i n t e l  u?on which to rest the roof. !The frieze aria soffitlband the 
e n t i r e  perimeter of the mof. 

. . 
The two-story rear porches reflect the uses of the first-and-second- 
story i n t e r i o r  spaces. The first story porch is screened w i t k  crossed 
lattice and provides exterior service axea direct ly  off'the kitchen 
area as w e l l  as an exterior sta5x to the second-porch. This upper 
porch provides outside l i v i n g  space adjacent to the second f l o o r  
bedroorn/sitting room areas, The xailings are of simple square balusters- 

The deep, narrow houses are sheathed w i t h  wood s idinq,  approximately 
s i x  inches  in w i d t h ,  with slightly wider vertfcal  trim at corners a d  
other sizing terminations.  Cr~e broad expanses of plain wall area are 
penetrated by basically symmetrical fenestration. Door and winflow 
openings are plaLnly  trimmed w i t h  simple entablatures depicting 
s t ruc tura l  lintels. The f r o n t  facades boast oversize feature windows 
w i t h  leaded stained g l a s s  f u ' ~ l  width upper panels, There are also 
lead23 stained glass transoms above the en t ry  doors. 
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The lower floors were used prizarily as functional l i v ing ,  entertaining 
dining and service space while.:the upper floors w o r e  used as sleeping 
and s i t t i n g  room areas. Tness uses ure virtually unchanged today though 
slight concessions have been made to accommodate modern appliances and 

, conveniences. 

I n t e r i o r  doors are paneled (two vertical over th ree  horizontal). I n t e r i o r  
door and window trim is re la t ive ly  simple in mld ing  profile but is capped 
by a shelved entablature. Baseboards are approximakely eight inch and 
have a pleasing molding treatment. 

I 
The interior  stair consists of three f l i g h t s  and two landings. The newel1 
posts are square with molding panels while the railing balusters are 
turned. 

The houses are in very good cond i t i on  w i t h  few modifications. Major 
modifications in addition to those alrea2y mentioned include concreted 
and bricked e n t r y  porticos, lowered c e i l h g s  in many areas, and t h e  
diamond Lattice connecting thk t w o  townhouses. Minor changes have 
been in the application of incorrect f loor ,  c e i l i n g  and w a l l  f i n i s h e s ;  
the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of i n c o r r e c t  l ight  fixtures, etc. 

The Halliburton ~ownhouses' present owner'is in the process of restoring 
t h e  houses in a more authentic manner.  
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SPECIFIC DATES 1905-06 B U I  LDER/ARCH ITECT 

STATEjWENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1905-06 a pair of identical houses w e r e  constructed on the corner of 
Sixteenth and Center Streets ,  an a rea  which was at t he  t h e  the mast 
fzshionable section of Little Rock. These identical houses are unique 
in L i t t l e  Rack. The historical significance of the houses lies in their 
oddity in being ident ica l  and in their  architectural style. 

Elegantly classical in s ty l e ,  the AalSSburton Townhouses are two-story 
frame structures wifzh hipped roof and brick foundations. Perfectly identical 
in s ty l e ,  shapz'and s i ze ,  t h e  long narrow houses a r e  sheathed in clapboard 
sidindg. Two-story porches span t h e  e n t i r e  width of t h e  facades of the t 
houses and are supported by three f l u t e d  Corinthian-capital columns each. 
Extending f r o m  t he  bracket-supported roof axe brick chimneys and on the 
facade, hipped roof dormers, A denticulated cornice exkends around both . 
structures, zdding to the classical design. WQ-story gable8 bays project 
from both the north and south elevations of each house. A variety of 
window shapes a d  t ex tu r e s  characterize the house. Each house conta ins  
seven larse roans w i t h  a s ide  hall plan. 

PulaskF Co!mty T z x  Records indicate that a structure was erected on the 
pxur>srty in the  1880's. However, a photograph of Center Stxeet  c. 1895 
SI-.ci+s that a twn-story brick s t r u c t u r e  o c c ~ p i e d  the land, Tax recoras 
also indicate that in 1905-06 construction again took place on t h e ' p r o p r t y  
now occupied by the  townhouses. Thus, architectural s ty le  and records 
suggest t h a t  the HalliSurton Townhouses were constructed in 1905-06. 

The m a  who is believed to have constructed the houses, Tom Halliburton, 
was a native of L i t t l e  Rock who spert h i s  life in the city. He was, 
for over t h i r t y  years, a conductor on the Missouri Pacif ic  Railroad. 
A prominent and respected resident of the c i t y ,  Halliburton unsuccessfully 
ran for Mayor of L i t t l e  Rock at the tura of the century. Aall iSvrton 
own& a great deal of r en t a l  property in Little rktck and North Little 
F.ock a d  it is believed that the H a l l i b u r t o n  Townhouses were built to 
f t n c t i o n  as rent21 property, Tom AaLlihw*,oa died January 19, 1918. 

The houses are presently owned by David P. Garner, J r . , r~ho is i n  the 
process of restoring the houses as authent ica l . ly  as possible, Restin9 
r e g a l l y  on a uolmer ,T-crtr, their arch i tec tura l  uiiiqeness as identi-caL 
houses,  make the Halliburton Tcwrihouses significant historical s t r uc tu r e s .  
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wkansas Gazert?. - O c t o h r  19, 1918. 
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C o q a n y ,  ruhlirhers, 
S ~ a c h  .%stract and Guzrhrlty Company. ~ h s . t r a d t  of L o t s  1 2nd 2 in Block 163, 

Original C i t y  05 L i t t l e  Ru-k. 
Chapel, Dan. Personal observatiogs a+ E?lXbur ton  Tomha-~sps,  December, 1975. 
Sarner,  David P,, Jr. Pzrsonal i n t o r - i i ~ d  at Halliburton To+kr5osses, Dec~mer 1475. 
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Dan Chapel, ArcT?itect and Sandra Taylor, Historian - 
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A r k a n s a s  Historic Preservation Program 9-14-76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

300 K e s t  barkham 501- 371-1639 
ClTV OR TOWN STATE 

L i t t l e  b c k  Arkansas 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNEFFCANCE O F T  OPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL- LOCAL - 
As the designated State Hrstoric Prsservallon 0ff1cer Act 07 1966 {Public Law 89-665). 1 

hereby nominate this property for ~nclusion in the NarlonaE Regrster and certrfy that it has been evaluated according to the 

criter~a and procedures set forth by the National Park Serv~ce. 

TTTLE S t a t e  f i ls tor ic  Preservation Officer DATE 9-14-76 
n a  NPS ;'SZ O ~ ~ L Y  

I HiSEBY CERTlM TiATTHlS PROPERW IS INCLUDED IN THE N4TIQP~hL REGISTER , " i- . , -  

'w DATE 
5l9ECTOR. OFFlCE OF ARCHEOtOGv AND HISTORIC PRESEHYATiOK . . 

R T r  DATE . . 
UF THE MA-T!O%AL FSEGISTti\ , 

" , .  
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Balliburton, Artklr, Telephone i n t e r v i e w ,  August 9, 1976. 
Pulaski  County Real Estate  Tax Records, Years 1885-1900, Microfilm, Arkansas 

FOR NPS tr.55 ONLY 1 
RECFlVEO 

H i s  tory Commission. 
Pulaski County Real Estate Tax Records, Years 1900-1924, M i c r o f i l m ,  Arkansas 

History Gomission. 
Quapaw Quarter; A Guide to L i t t l e  Rock 19th Century Neighborhoods. L i t t l e  

Rock: The Quapaw Quarter Association, 1976. 
Witsell, Charles. Telephone interview, ~ u g u s t  2, 1976. 
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Oalker-Mulrrell Houses 

LOCATION 
on.~o*rr L i t t l e  Rock M C L N : I Y O F  c~~~~ P u l a s k i  Arkansas 

PHOTO REFERENCE 

NEGAnvE FILED AT Arkansas Historic  resenta at ion PrUwm 

DATE OF PHOTO December 1 

- - - -  a Lit IDENTIFICATION 
~ E S C R I ~ E  MEW. D!RECTlOr(. ETC IFDISTRICT GIVE BUILDING HAME &STREET 

facades,  viewed from the west 



Ti, -. 
',Z' "'- - '2 lT'z'>J 

4 :.- 
$+ 



- --. . --- 
SzE I743TRi.J CTIONS 1 N KO LV TQ CDidPLETE rrA no.N.4L REGiSTFR FORMS 

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WfTH sL1A.P a NAME I 

HlsroRlC H a l l i b ~ ~ k o n  Townhouses 

Walker-Murrell Houses 1 
LOCATION 
CIrv.TQwf4 L i t t l e  Rock V L C I N I T Y  OF couNn Pulaski  sTrrE ~rkaasas 

a MAP REFERENCE 
SOU ACE U. S. Geological Survey 

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1961 (photorevised 1970) 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1 .  PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERE hCCS 


