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XXUNALTERED ~XORIGINAL SJTE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 
I 
1.4- 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Zeb Ward Building, 1001-1003 West Markham, a t  the southwest corner o f  West Markham 
and South Chester Streets is a two-story l a t e  1 9 t h  Century h r i  ck masonry comerci a1 

- i 
s t r u c t u r e .  The bui l d ing  was constructed i n  1881 in the shape o f  a large rectangul a r  
block  rneasuricg approximately 50 feet x 125 f e e t  and 35 f e e t  in height. It has the 
tall narrow p r o p o r t i o n s  and deta i l ing  o f  the l a t e  Victorian Italianate s ty l e .  The 
d e t a i  1 ing on the b u i l d i n g  remains qui te simple. The main facade which faces Nest  
Markham Street i s  defined i n  three bays. On the second level above the molded b r i c k  
stringcourse t h e r e  are t h ree  windows w i t h  shallow arched headings on either side  o f  
t h e  central bay which has  two attenuated windows w i t h  round arched headings. Al 1 , 

these  windows and most on t h e  second level have triple-hung sashes composed o f  two 
l i gh t s  per sash  and stone lintels. The grouping of  these windows i s  achjeved by 
se t t i ng  them i n  panels formed by simple brick pilasters located a t  the corners o f  the 
building and f l a n k i n g  the narrow round arched windows i n  the central  bay. The panels 
are defined above and below the wi ndorvs by stringcourses. Above t he  upper s t r i ng -  
course i s  a parapet w i t h  a central stepped por t ion .  Four ornament37 window forms 
and a c a s t  i ron  semicircular ornament containing the  name, Z. KARD, 1881, in re1 i ef , 
are  located within the stepped por t ion.  A simple b r i c k  coping serves as the cornice. 

The present composition of the ground f loor  facade fo l  lws  the bay d e f i n i t i o n  
established above i t .  The w e s t  bay has c a s t  i r o n  work, wa' th  three cast i ron p f l l a r s .  
These pillars frame t w o  large windows in between entrance doors which open i n t o  a 
former grocery store. Above the d o o r s  a n d  windows are large transoms a f  e i g h t  lights 
e?.ch. The windows, transom l i g h t s  and doors are wood-framed w i t h  s imple  de ta j  1 ing. 

i 
The east  bay o f  the north facade i s  composed o f  large glazed areas and a corner entrance 1 
w i t h  a s i ng le  cas t  iron column support. The g l a z i n g  consists o f  tido large glass panels  
w i t h  a four-light transom above. A molded pressed metal cornice crmtns the  glazed 1 
areas and cont inues around t h e  corner onto t h e  Chester St ree t  facade, In the  central i 

bay double  entrance doors are enframed w i t h  a c lass ical  1 y d e t a i l e d  wooden tabernacle 
frame. The door  s u r r o u n d  c o n s i s t s  of two h a l f  columns r e s t i n g  on pedestals. They 
support  an e n t a b l a t u r e  above which i s  a semicircular fan1 i g h t  w i t h  s i d e 1  i ghts de ta i l ed  
w i t h  a wooden grille. 

Turning o f f  !darkham on to  Chester, the  west facade i s  defined horizontally by a 
contiinlratjon o f  t he  molded br ick  stringcourses between f i r s t  and second floors and 
helm-r t he  parapz t .  On t h e  second f loo r  eleven o f  the t r i p l e - h u n g  sash windows w i t h  
shal  lw arched headings pierce t he  long na17 . Each window i s  set i n  a panel def ined  
by simple b r i c k  pi lasters  similar t o  t h e  south  facade on Markham. The east  w a l l  i s  
broken i n t o  t w o  major p o r t i o n s  w i t h  one central de f i n i ng  bay. Th is  separat ing bay 
i s  achieved by an extension o f  t he  pilasters flanking its window i n t o  the p a r a p e t ,  
c r e a t i n g  a s l i g h t  rise i n  t h e  co rn i ce  l i ne  a t  t h e  juncture o f  pilaster and cornice. 
Tho handling of  t h e  pilasters here i s  similar t o  t h a t  employed wi th  the central 
bay on the sorrth facade. 
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The composit ion of  apertures on the  ground f loor  has a t  t h e  south end a cont inuat ion 
of the large glass areas opening onto  t h e  former d r u g s t o r e  w i t h  i t s  melded corn ice  o f  
pressed metal above. N e x t  along the wall are three semicircular windows opening close 
t o  the stringcourse. Double doors pierce the wall below t h e  window in t h e  central 
bay. F l a n k i n g  this doorway are  two  arched w i  ndaws . Two Iargz  trabeated windows 
flank another  s e t  o f  doors w h i l e  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end i s  a set of service doors.  

On the nor th  facade or rear  of the  bui l d i ~ g ,  t w o  t r iple-hung sash wfndows are a t  
either c o r n e r .  A central doer w i t h  a double transom opened onto  a porch kthich has 
been removed; however, there are p lans  t o  replace it. Two smaller windows f l a n k  the 
door. A 1 1  o f  these openit~gs have shallow arched headjngs. The west facade has a 
similar composition t o  t h a t  on t h e  e a s t  w i t h  the exception that there are nine open- 
ings  on t h e  second f l o o r  and no modulat ion o f .  t h e  wall surface by brick p i  'Pasterr, 
br ick de ta i l i ng ,  or stringcourses. The b u i l d i n g  has a l o w h i p p e d  roof behind the 
parapet walls. T h e  brick i s  l a i d  i n  common bond a n d  three wythes th ick .  

( "he interior spaces are in a reasonable s t a t e  o f  repair. The ground f l o o r  i s  conposed 
spaces for two stores; t h e  grocery w h i c h  occupied the eas t  s ide h a t  plaster 

, i n i shed wall s and a pressed metal c e i  1 i ng wh i I e the  drugstore on the west side a1 so 
has t he  plastered wa1 Is, but w i t h o u t  the pressed metal cei 1 i ng  . Floor t o  c e i  1 i ng 
he igh t  i s  approx imate ly  15'6". Access t o  the  second f loor  i s  t h r o u g h  t he  central bay 
entrance. There i s  a small vestibule w i t h  a b l a c k  and w h i t e  marble f loo r  2nd a 
p r e s s e d  metal c e i l i n g .  A very wide stairczse w i t h  one l a n d i n g  c i  imbs t o  tha  second 
f loor ,  which  as originally conceived, apparently was one large space. The present 
wood f rame parti t ions m u s t  date  f r o m  a t  least 1910 when t h e  f l oo r  became a rooming 
hourn/hote l  . The space i s composed of a central ha1 lway w i t h  rooms openi ng on ei ther 
side.  A t  the juncture o f  h a l l  and staircase, t h e  walls curve back t o  provide access 
t o  two secondary ha1 Is f l  znk i ng t h e  s t a i  rvrell. The northernmost rooms and those a t  
the s i d e  o f  t he  s t a i n ~ e l l  open onto  these hallways. Curved walls are  a l so  located 
an t h e  n o r t h  end t o  provide access t o  t h e  original water closets.  There i s  beaded 
board wainscoting o f  approximately 3-1 J 2  fee t  high and a picture mold approx imate ly  
two f e e t  f r o m  t he  c e i l i n g .  Wooden door and  window surrounds have s imp le  d e t a i l i n g  
wiiile r.ra11 surfaces and cejlings were papered. Above t he  doers transoms rise t o  
ceiling h e i g h t ,  an _elegant b u t  p rac t i ca l  v e n t i  l a t i o n  considerat ion.  T h e  most prominent 
fezturps on t h e  second f loor  are the two recessed circular ventilators w i t h  ornate  
molding; and gold  c o l o r e d  l i n i n g s .  Fans and l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  apparently hung f rom 
the  centers. They have an  approximate 6 - f o o t  d iameter .  Floor  t o  ceiling h e i g h t  i s  
an iffipressive 16 f e e t .  

I n  the  foreseeable future, the Zeb Hard Brri lding w i  11 be conver ted  t o  office space 
wh ich  wil l be an  excellent a d a p t i v e  re-use t o  preserve this expample of a la te  19th 

t 
Cen tljry cornmerc i a  1 structure. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
i 
t 
! 

Constructed i n  1881, the Zeb Ward Building, i s  an example of a late 19th Century I 

comercial structure. I t  is par t i cu la r ly  noteworthy for  i t s  builder, Zeb \lard, who 5 

was lessee of t h e  o l d  Arkansas S ta te  Penitentiary. Ward b u i l t  five houses on the  
'1 
1 

s o u t h  s ide of the block f r o n t f n g  on West 2nd S t r e e t  f o r  his  five sons and four comer- : 
cia1 buildings on t h e  north s i d e  o f  the block f r o n t i n g  West Markham. Three o f  the  i 

houses and three o f  t h e  commercial buildings are extant; this 1881 structure b e i n g  
one o f  t h e  most pvdminent. It i s  believed t h a t  t h i s  comercial b u i l d i n g  was con- 
structed by pr ison l a b o r  u s i n g  bricks made i n  the prison yard. In t h e  century s ince  
i t s  construction, the Zeb Ward Building has served several funct ions and uses such ! 

as a drugs tore,  grocery, rneeti ng ha1 1 , 1 i brary and hotel.  A1  1 these uses were 
I 

commercial and pub l i c  service oriented. -1 
,v' 

Zeb Ward purchased this block of property tn 1877 from C. \rl. Beebe who had i n h e r i t e d  - 
i t  fro7 his f a t h e r  Roswell Beebe i n  1860. Roswe13 Eeebe was appoin ted  by the  U.S. 
Governmnt t o  se t t l e  land d i spu tes  i n  L i t t l e  Rock and wound up owning a great deal I 

o f  the property i n  question. A f t e r  the buildjng a t  1001-1033 Markham was b u i l t  about 
1881, i t  was used by the Quapaw Guards as i t s  Armory. The Guards was a civilian 

1 m i  1 j t i a  headquartered i n  L i t t l e  Rock. The bui 1 ding was large enough to be used for t 

pub1 i c  meetings and was used for a banquet ha1 l when on March 27, 1883, a banquet 4 
i 

was given by his friends for  P,ugustus H. Garland, Governor of  Arkansas, U.S. Senator, .! ; I  

and Attorney General o f  t h e  U.S. dur ing Grover Cleveland's administration. 1 

6y 1886, the bui lding was being used by a druggist, a grocer, and a private 1 i brary, 
The P.larquand. From t h a t  t ime on o n e  o f  the two downstairs shops was used as  a drug- / /  

I' 

' s to re .  A f t e r  the l ib rary  moved i n  1899, t h e  building was used as a p u b l i c  meeting hall  t 

and was known a s  Ward's Hall. :I 
!I 

By 1903, R. E. Shillcutt had purchased the drug company in the  b u i l d i n g  and from t h a t  
I 

t i m z  until 1970, he or h i s  son, June,  ran a ne ighborhoo~  drugstore frequented by 
i 

many of t h e  chi ldren  l i v i n s  nearby because o f  i t s  excel  lent soda fountain. I 
1 
t 

In 1910, t h e  Quapaw Hotel occupied t h e  upper f loor  o f  t h e  Nard B u i l d i n g ,  as i t  came 
t o  be cal led. From t h a t  p o i n t  on, varfous hotels  or rooming houses were i n  evidence 
there u n t i l  1966 when the t o p  floor became permanently vacant. 

I 
T h i s  corner locatjon became papular for  grocers, w i t h  a m 2 a t  market and several nde- 
pendent grocers occupyinq 3093, on the west  side o f  t he  Ward B u i l d i n g .  I t  t:ss a l so  
rented. at var ious  t i w s  hy a jweler ,  a laundry, a film company, and a secons hand 
furn i  ture Com~any .  






























