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I. Name 
hbtorlc F j  rs t United Fkthadi st ' Church 

anddot common 

2. Location 

atre&&numbr 723 Center Street . -not FDIpublk8th 

cHy, t o m  L i t t l e  Rock m v k l n l t y  ol 

stata Arkansas code county Pu lask l  County coda 119 

Catagwy Ownarshlp Skatu8 
- dlstrlct - public i.L mtupld 
1L bulldlng(s) 2 prlvste - unoccupied 
- structum - both - work in progrsss 

- - site tic Acquldtia-n A ~ s r l b l *  
- object !!8 In process - f yes: restricted 

- being consldemd - yes: unraatrlcted 
- no 

PC.- Us4 
- agrlculturs - museum 

commsretal - Parit 
- educational - prfvats msldsncs 
- entertainment A mrrgi~us 
- governrnsnt - sclentlflc 
- industrial - transport+tkn 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Pronertv 
nmmd F i r s t  United Ftethodi st Church 

stmt & nurnbr 723 Ceilter Street . 

tlm.tawn Lit t le  Rock NJAv,iw& . ,tat, Arkansas 72201 

5. Location of Legal Description 

t~umwune,  mg1sW of deeds. etc. PUT as k i  County Courthouse, R ~ C O  r d e ~ s  O f f  i ce 

skmt & numhr Markham Street & Broadway - 

city,town Lit t leRock state Arkansas 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tltle N / A  has this p r o m  been determind ellglble? - yes - no 

a6wsttmr lor S U M ~  mords 

eHy, town wte 



7. Description 

~ ~ i t l a n  Chaelt an. Gnwsn ww 
A excellent - deterlorated - unaltered original site 
- g d  - rulnb 2 altered - m v e d  date - lalr - unsnposed 

-- -- 

burclfk thr pmmmnt a d  erlginsl (if known) physical mppa-• 

SUMMARY 

L i t t l e  Rock's F i r s t  United 'Methodist Church Zs one o f  Arkansas' best examples o f  
Romanesque Revival architecture. Located on a downtown corner, t h i s  bui  1 ding features 
two st ree t  facades r i c h  i n  f ine ly  executed b r i c k  detai ls.  The juxtaposi t ion  of red 
pressed b r f  ck and rusticated grad te provf des an i nteres  tingly textured backdrop f o r  
the abundance o f  stained glass windows. 

In plan,  First United Methodf st Church features a large gabled nave w i t h  central 
transept. This arrangemnt results i n  an audi tor4 um-1 i ke interior which, w i  t h  U-shaped 
balcony, seats over 900 people. Three of the four corners of t h i s  bu i ld jng  are marked 
by square towers o f  varying heights. Pyramf d roofs, gab1 ed parapets and pa l  rs o f  tall , 
narrow stained glass windows lend  a sense of verticality t o  the towers t h a t  this massive 
Romanesque RerJva1 s t r u c t u r e  otherwise 1 acks. Smooth pressed b r i c k  i s  h i  ghl 7 ghted by the 
rusticated gran i te  foundatjon and de ta i ls ,  especfal ly along the parapet and a t  window 
and door openings. Two-story window panels are found i n  groups of twos and threes 
throughout the church bui ld lng and these are further accented by b e a u t i f u l l y  crafted 
ribbed br ick  arches. Th is  sertes of  arches i s  repeated on t h e  west, or principal ,  
elevat ion  as a part o f  the entrance treatment. Rusticated grani te  arches and stone 
columns encase the three pairs of entrance doors which each fea tu re  a stained glass 
fan1 i g h t .  A band o f  terra c o t t a  arches above these doors defines the interior f loor  
levels and serves as a base for the west rose window. Wagni f i c e n t  rose windows are  a1 so 
located on the nor th  and south facades. 

The f nterior o f  the  F i r s t  United Methodist Church remains much as i t  was on the day o f  i t s  
dedfcation f r ;  1903. To-story columr;~, an arched ceiling (60 feet h i g h ) ,  and the wrap- 
around balcony or gallery, provide the type of lof ty interior space appropriate for 
warship. Although t3e interior was redecorated i n  1931 as a p a r t  of t h e  First Church's 
Centenni a7 celebration, the or ig inal  pews, pul p i  t furniture, and stained gF ass windows 
remain i n  place. A focal point of the sanctuary i s  John Parks Almand's organ g r i l l ,  
located behind the p u l p i t  and choir  l o f t .  The design, executed I n  plaster and wim mesh, 
i s  a modi f icat ion of a window i n  the Municipal  Palace o f  Piacenza, Italy, one of the 
worl d ' s most famous examples o f  Romanesque architecture. 

F i r s t  United Methodist Church now extends along the enti re block of Center Street on t h e  
eas t  side between 7th and 8th Streets. I n  addition t o  the or ig ina l  bu i ld ing  located an 
the southern part o f  t h i s  h a l f  black, the church has expanded nor th  t o  include f i r s t  an 
Education Building (1951) and later an A c t i v i t i e s  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  Both of these 
addit ions have been hand1 ed sympathetically i n  terns o f  material s and sty1 i s t i c  detail s. 



8. Significance 
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Sp.elfic dmtes 2899-1900 BullderlArchltset Frank 8. Gibb,  L i t t l e  Rock, Arkansas 

Thp First United Methodist Church i s  an important element o f  the architectural and 
re-: Sgfous her i t age  o f  L i  t l l e  Rock. This handsome br ick  and granite st ructure war one o f  
a very few examples of the Romanesque Revival  style in Arkansas, and as such i s  an 
important component o f  t h e  surviving h i s t o r i c  resources i n  Little Rock as we? 1 as the 
e n t i r e  s ta te .  Completed i n  1900, t h i s  bui7dSng i s  home to the oldest Methodist 
congregation i n  t h e  c i t y  and has served as the "Mother Church" f o r  the organization o f  
many o t h e r  Methodist congregations . The term "Cathedral of Methodism" was used 
frequently during the 1920's when referrfng t o  L i t t l e  Rock's F i r s t  Methodist Church. 
This appellation was a ref lect ion of i t s  large membership, which ranked i t  not only - 
f i r s t  i n  Arkansas Methodism but also as one o f  t h e  nine largest  churches in Southern 
M ~ t h o d i  sm. 

ELABORATION 

Designed by we1 1 -known L i t t l e  Rock architect Frank G i  bb i n  1896, the F i r s t  Uni ted  
Methodist Church is  his only ident i f ied  comnission Sn the Romanesque Revival style. 
Gihb was better k n w n  fg r  h i s  C1 x i s i c a i  R~v . iva1  wgrk (Ada. Thompson Vemorial Hme,  
Little Rock, National Register 1 i s ted  8/05/75), Ty7ica'F of Roll?anesqu~ Revival structures 
a r e  the square towers w i t h  pyraaidal roofs  t h a t  flac!: the 7ri;nar.y faczs, and the 
repeti t ious use o f  semi-circular Roman arches both t o  deff ne window and door openings 
and fo r  decorative detailing. These Romanesque details and the  outstanding brick 
craftsmanship displayed i n  the F i r s t  United Methodist Church combine t o  result in "one 
of the handsomest churches i c  t h e  entire southwest" according t a  an ,I,rkansas Sazette 
article pr in ted t h e  day of the bu i l d i ng ' s  dedicat ion. 

The orf ginal church bui 1 ding remains re1 a t i  vel y unchanged from 1 t s  1900 appearance. 
The only exterior al tera t i o n  has been a real i gnment o f  the Center Street entrance s t a i  rs. 
A product o f  the 1931 Centennial celebration was a redecora t ing  of the sanctuary, 
whlch resulted i n  a new lighting system, a new organ, and a new decorat ive organ grill  
designed by L i t t l e  Rock a r c h i t e c t  John Parks Almand (Little Rock Central HSgh School , 
National Register 1 ls ted  8/ 19/77; Medica l  A r t s  Bui 1 ding ,  Hot S p r f  ngs , National Register 
listed 12/01/78). Additions t o  the  church f a c i l i t y  have been handled sensitively, 
utiliztng t h e  same color b r i c k  and employing s i m i l a r  yet constrained design details. 
The 1951 Chapel and Education Bui 1 ding i s  connected to the original b u i l d i n g  by a 
breezeway t h a t  fea tu res  th ree  granite arches. An A c t i v i t i e s  Building was completed i n  
1971 and houses statewide Methodist Headquarters offices. 
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The congregation of t h e  F i r s t  United Methodist Church was organ1 zed i n  1831, making 
i t  the  oldest Methodist Church i n  the c i ty  o f  L i t t l e  Rock. From 1868 t o  1914 a t  
1 east  f ive  o t h e r  Methodist churches were established as " m l  sslons" of First Methodist, 
earning t h f s  church t h e  t f t l e  of "Mother Church." One o f  these offspring congregations 
i s  Winfield Methodist Church {Nat ional  Register llsted 12/22/82). The general growth 
o f  Protestantism i n  America i n  the e a r l y  twentieth century was para1 1 eled by the progress 
and growth which, by the 19201s, brought First Methodist Church i n t o  a pasi t i o n  o f  
prominence. According to the Christ ian Advocate publfshed i n  Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee, o f  
17,504 churches in Southern Methodism, F i r s t  ~ e t h o d i s t  of L l t t l e  Rock was on o f  the 
nine largest. Other churches on t h i s  el i t e  1 i s t  were l o c a t e d  i n  Houston, Dal las ,  
F o r t  Worth, Memphis, Birmf ngham, St. Louis,  Washington D.C., and Oklahoma City. 

Many o f  L i t t l e  Rock's most prominent citizens have been, and continue t o  be, ac t ive  
members a f  the F i r s t  Methodist Church, Perhaps the  most distinguished member was 
Governor George Donaghey who served for aver a decade as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees, H i s  expertise i n  the b u i f  ding industry (He was responsible f o r  t h e  construction 
o f  three downtown o f f f c e  buildings and as Governor oversaw completion of the  Arkansas 
State Capital ) was undoubtedly an asset i n  guiding the maintenance and improvement o f  
the F i r s t  'United Methodi s t  Church ' s physical p l  ant. 
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I 1 Form Prepared By 

nanmltfe Mrs. James H. Rice, Jr., Chairman, Hi story Corn1 t tee, Colonel A. J. Alrnand, Trustee 
, a n d  member of History Committee, edited by AHPP s t a f f .  

owanIzatlm F i r s t  United Methodist Church date 10/15/85 

rtrwt a nu* 723 Center Street tekp- (501). ,372-2256 

cyr~ town Little Rock . . a t ~ s  Arkansas 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlfleancs of thls property within the state Is: 

- national x , , state - local 

Aa tM mignatad State Historle Preservation OnIc4r tor the National Mstcrie PraswaHon Act of 1966 (Publk Law 89- 
665),1 hsreby nominate thls property lor tncluskn In thcr National Regldar and certity thal it has bcen evaluated 
nccordlng to the criteria and procedures sel forfh by the Nat'lonal Park Senlccr. 
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